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Suspension of Administrative Decisions in the Saudi Legal System
(A Comparative Study)
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Abstract

This study examines the system of suspending the execution of administrative decisions in
Saudi Arabia, considering it an essential mechanism for protecting individuals from harm that
may result from the enforcement of decisions that could later be ruled unlawful. The study aims
to clarify the legal framework governing suspension, analyze the criteria for its application,
and assess its adequacy in comparison with other Arab legal systems, particularly the Egyptian
and Jordanian systems.

The research employs the analytical and descriptive methodologies in examining statutory
provisions, legal scholarship, and relevant judicial rulings of the Board of Grievances. It also
adopts the comparative method to highlight points of convergence and divergence between
different legislative approaches.

The findings indicate that the criteria of seriousness and urgency constitute the primary
basis for granting suspension; however, their formulation in the Saudi system remains general
and insufficiently clear, leading to inconsistencies in judicial assessment and weakening the
effectiveness of suspension as a protective tool. The study also reveals the lack of immediate
protection upon filing a suspension request, as well as a legislative shortcoming regarding the
suspension of negative administrative decisions despite their potential gravity.

The study recommends amending Article (9) of the Law of Pleadings before the Board of
Grievances to clarify the criteria of seriousness and urgency, and to develop the provisions
related to automatic suspension in urgent cases. The study also emphasizes the importance of
maintaining the current approach of not requiring a financial bond, a policy adopted by both
the Saudi and Egyptian legislators, in contrast to the Jordanian legislator, who continues to
require such a bond—an obligation that may restrict individuals’ ability to seek suspension of
execution. The study further recommends adding a provision that permits suspension when
serious harm is established even in the absence of traditional urgency, as well as introducing
an explicit statutory provision allowing the suspension of negative administrative decisions
when they result in irreparable harm

Keywords: Administrative Decision — Suspension of Execution — Principle of Legality
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